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harm to the Spaniards that they might if they were all
united.
The presidents and auditors of the island, finally seeing
that these blacks multiplied, and that all the Spaniards who
fell into their hands were made to die under every sort
of torment, began to collect men together and send them
into all parts of the island where the negroes hid them-
selves. At first it turned out very favourable to the Span-
iards, for taking with them some blacks, under promise of
liberty, who knew the localities, they used to attack them in
the night, and finding the people asleep, like a herd of
animals without any fear of enemies, they captured and
killed a great many of them. But in the sequel the run-
aways learned to keep watch and to be very vigilant,
whereby the Spaniards often got the worst of it. Thus the
blacks have now become so fierce and so numerous, that
when I was residing in the island, it was asserted that there
were upwards of seven thousand. And in the year 545, while
I was residing there, it was reported that the Cimaroni (for
so the Spaniards in those countries call the outlaws), had
joined in a general rebellion, were scouring over every part
of the island, and doing all the mischief they could. Where-
upon the almirante, Don Luigi Colombo, the president, and
the auditors of San Domingo, sent some messengers to en-
treat and supplicate them to be content to live peaceably,
for the Spaniards would do the same and would not annoy
them any more, for they wished to be their friends ; and if
they wanted priests or monks to instruct them in the Chris-
tian doctrine, they would willingly send some. To these
offers the answer was, that they believed in the doctrine of
Christ and wished for it, but would not accept of Spanish
friendship, for they did not trust in their promises.
Many Spaniards prophesy for certain, that the island in a
short time will fall entirely into the hands of these blacks.1
1 This prophecy, after much sanguinary warfare, has been fulfilled;